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Abstract 

 

Environmental challenges linked to tourism and mass events have 

heightened the importance of sustainable festival management worldwide. 

Tourism accounts for approximately 8% of global CO₂ emissions, 

underscoring the urgent need for environmentally responsible practices 

within the event industry. Music festivals provide significant economic 

and socio-cultural benefits but also exert considerable environmental 

pressures through waste generation, energy consumption, transport 

emissions, and excessive resource use. This paper examines the 

sustainable practice of music festivals in the Western Balkans, focusing 

on Serbia and its major regional festivals such as Exit, Lovefest, Beer 

Fest and Guča. Drawing on a review of scientific literature and analysis 

of current festival practices, the study identifies key environmental 

challenges and opportunities for sustainable transformation. The findings 

show that, although sustainability is increasingly prominent in festival 

discourse, the adoption of green practices remains limited and 

insufficiently institutionalised. The paper emphasises the importance of 

waste management, stakeholder cooperation, institutional support, and 

environmental awareness in advancing sustainable festival development 

in the Balkan region. 
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Introduction 

 

In recent decades, music festivals have become major tourism attractions and 

drivers of local economic development. Meanwhile, increasing 

environmental concerns and climate change have heightened the need for 

sustainable event management practices. Academic interest in festivals has 

expanded beyond economic impacts to include the social and environmental 

dimensions of sustainability (Armbrecht & Andersson, 2019). Tourism 

contributes significantly to global greenhouse gas emissions, accounting for 

approximately 8% of total CO₂ emissions worldwide (Lenzen et al., 2018). 

Music festivals, due to mass attendance and intensive resource use, represent 

a significant segment of tourism that requires sustainable transformation. 

Environmental impacts associated with festivals include waste generation, 

excessive energy and water consumption, transportation emissions, noise 

pollution, and pressure on local ecosystems (Collins & Cooper, 2017). The 

Western Balkans region hosts many internationally recognized music 

festivals, particularly in Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 

North Macedonia. Festivals such as Exit, Lovefest, Guča, Beer Fest, and OK 

Festival attract large numbers of international visitors and make significant 

contributions to tourism development. However, many of these events are 

held in environmentally sensitive locations, including cultural heritage sites, 

spa resorts, and protected natural areas, increasing the need for sustainable 

management approaches. 

 

This paper aims to analyze the current state of sustainable practice among 

Serbian large scale music festivals and to identify key opportunities and 

barriers to implementing them. The study contributes to understanding the 

role of festivals in promoting environmental responsibility and 

sustainable tourism development in the region. 

 

Literature review 

 

Historically, festival research focused primarily on economic impacts, 

while environmental sustainability received much less attention (Getz, 

2010; Gibson & Wong, 2011). More recent studies emphasize the 

importance of integrating sustainability principles into event management 

through the concept of the triple bottom line, which includes economic, 
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social, and environmental dimensions (Mair & Whitford, 2013). Music 

festivals generate significant economic and socio-cultural benefits for 

local communities through tourism spending, destination branding, and 

cultural promotion. However, they also cause substantial environmental 

impacts, including greenhouse gas emissions, waste generation, and 

resource depletion (Pernecky & Luck, 2013; Mair & Whitford, 2013). 

According to Collins and Flynn (2015), visitor transportation and 

temporary infrastructure are among the largest contributors to festival 

ecological footprints. The concept of green festivals has become 

increasingly important through the adoption of sustainable practices such 

as recycling systems, renewable energy use, plastic reduction, and 

environmentally responsible logistics (Buathong & Lai, 2019). 

International initiatives, including ISO 20121 and organizations such as 

“A Greener Festival,” have established frameworks for sustainable event 

management (Collins & Cooper, 2017). 

 

Research shows that sustainable practices can positively influence visitor 

satisfaction, destination image, and competitive advantage (Walsh & 

Dodds, 2017). Younger generations, especially festival audiences, are 

increasingly environmentally aware and expect sustainable practices at 

events (Sisson et al., 2021). Despite these trends, sustainable festival 

management remains insufficiently explored in developing regions, 

including the Western Balkans, where the implementation of green 

practices is often limited by financial, organizational, and institutional 

barriers (Ramely et al., 2022). 

 

Methodology 

 

The research is based on a qualitative analysis of secondary data sources, 

including scientific literature, official festival websites, institutional 

reports, and sustainability-related documents. The study focuses on major 

music festivals in the Western Balkans, particularly in Serbia. The 

festivals are selected based on attendance (i.e., large-scale festival) and 

the location's ecological sensitivity. The analysis aims to identify existing 

sustainability practices, environmental challenges, and opportunities for 

eco-transformation in festival management in the Balkan region. 

 

Balkan Music Festivals and Environmental Challenges 

 

The Western Balkans has a rich cultural and natural heritage that provides 

favorable conditions for the development of festival tourism. Serbia hosts 
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some of the region’s most recognizable festivals, including Exit, 

Lovefest, Beer Fest and Guča, while Montenegro, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, and North Macedonia organize events such as Lake 

Festival, OK Festival, and Ohrid Summer Festival. 

 

These festivals contribute significantly to local economies and destination 

promotion. Exit Festival alone attracts more than 100,000 visitors 

annually and generates substantial tourism revenue (Lazarević & Buršić, 

2014). Guča and Lovefest also play important roles in strengthening 

regional tourism identity and promoting culture. Among music festivals, 

Belgrade Beer Fest is considered one of the most important segments of 

Serbia’s tourist offer (Gajić et al., 2021). 

 

However, the growing popularity of festivals increases environmental 

pressures. Large numbers of visitors generate significant waste, increase 

energy and water consumption, and contribute to transportation-related 

emissions. Environmental sensitivity is heightened by the fact that many 

festivals are held in protected natural areas, spa destinations, or cultural 

heritage sites. 

 

Research by Wilmink-Thomas (2021) identifies waste production, 

abandoned camping equipment, noise pollution, and air pollution as 

common environmental impacts associated with open-air festivals. These 

challenges highlight the need for sustainable management systems and 

green practices in festival organization. 

 

Sustainable Practice of Serbian Music Festivals 

 

Exit Festival 

 

Exit Festival is one of the largest and most internationally recognized 

music festivals in Southeast Europe. Originally established as a youth 

movement in the 1990s, it has evolved into a significant cultural and 

tourism brand for Serbia (Wise et al., 2015). The festival is held at 

Petrovaradin Fortress in Novi Sad, a site of exceptional cultural 

significance. Previous studies have highlighted the festival’s contribution 

to destination branding and the international visibility of Novi Sad and 

Serbia (Zakić et al., 2009). Sustainability issues have increasingly become 

part of the festival discourse, including discussions of smart technologies 

and environmental responsibility (Cimbaljević et al., 2021). However, the 

implementation of systematic green practices remains limited. EXIT 
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Festival demonstrates the highest level of international visibility and 

strategic potential for implementing sustainable practices due to its strong 

global positioning and increasing focus on smart technologies and 

environmental responsibility. 

 

Belgrade Beer Festival 

 

Compared to other Serbian festivals, the Belgrade Beer Festival had more 

than 500,000 people over five days and it is one of the most visited music 

festivals. Interestingly, this festival offers free tickets and an interesting 

music program. This festival has the award "Best of Serbia", which the 

2014 edition of the festival received in the category "Best Event 

Promoting Serbia" (Gajić et al., 2021). For many years, Beer Festival has 

implemented a sustainable practice primarily to reduces waste and 

implement circular practices. The popular is a campaign "I choose to 

recycle" to collect and recycle waste. Furthermore, Festival organized 

educative workshops in order to raise ecological awareness. 

 

Lovefest 

 

Lovefest, held annually in Vrnjačka Banja, has become one of Serbia’s 

most recognizable electronic music festivals. In addition to its 

entertainment role, the festival engages in humanitarian and socially 

responsible initiatives. However, environmental sustainability practices 

remain underdeveloped and are mostly limited to promotional activities 

rather than comprehensive ecological management. Love fest shows 

growing awareness of social responsibility and community engagement; 

however, its environmental initiatives remain mostly promotional and 

insufficiently integrated into a comprehensive sustainability strategy. 

 

Guča Festival 

 

The Guča Trumpet Festival is one of the most important traditional music 

festivals in Serbia and the Balkans. Over the decades, it has become a 

globally recognized event, attracting several hundred thousand visitors 

(Gligorijević, 2014). Although the festival plays a significant role in 

preserving cultural heritage and promoting local gastronomy and tourism, 

mass visitation creates substantial environmental challenges, particularly 

related to waste production and infrastructure overload. In contrast, the 

Guča Festival faces the greatest environmental pressure because of mass 
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visitation, infrastructure overload, and waste generation, particularly 

given its strong connection to cultural heritage and traditional tourism. 

 

Generally, the analysis shows that the implementation of sustainable 

practice of Serbia large scale music festivals is still in its early stages. 

Sustainability is increasingly recognized as an important strategic issue, 

but implementation remains fragmented and not sufficiently 

institutionalized. Key barriers include limited financial resources, 

inadequate institutional support, lack of environmental education, and 

weak cooperation among stakeholders. Although the large-scale festivals 

analyzed have been slow to adopt ecological practices, with the exception 

of the Beer Festival, several smaller music festivals (e.g., the Supernatural 

Festival in Belgrade, the Pyramid Festival on Mount Rtanj) have focused 

on ecological workshops, lectures on medicinal plants, and musical 

performances (https://www.supernatural.eco/supernatural-festival/). The 

Pyramid Festival is a transformative festival and is further focused on 

spiritual connection in an ecological settlement (Pyramid Festival, 2025). 

 

Conclusion 

 

Serbian Music festivals as important part of Western Balkans are 

important tourism and cultural assets with significant economic and 

promotional potential. However, their environmental sustainability 

remains underdeveloped despite growing global emphasis on green event 

management. Current sustainable practices are mostly limited and 

unsystematic, requiring stronger institutional, scientific, and 

organizational support. Sustainable festival management should become a 

strategic priority to reduce environmental impacts while maintaining 

visitor satisfaction and destination competitiveness. 

 

The future of large-scale Serbian music festivals depends on their ability 

to integrate environmental responsibility into all aspects of event 

organization and to become active contributors to sustainable tourism 

development in the region. 

 

Acknowledgment 

 

This research is supported by the Ministry of Science, Technological 

Development and Innovation of the Republic of Serbia by the Decision on 

the scientific research funding for teaching staff at the accredited higher 



TOURISM AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSFORMATION (TISC 2026) – Conference Proceedings 

123 

 

education institutions in 2026 (No. 451-03-34/2026-03/200375 of 

February 5, 2026). 

 

References 

 

1. Armbrecht, J., & Andersson, T. D. (2019). The event experience, 

hedonic and eudaimonic satisfaction and subjective well-being among 

sport event participants. Journal of Policy Research in Tourism, Leisure 

and Events, 12(3), 457–477. https://doi.org/10.1080/19407963.2019.1695346 

 

2. Buathong, K., & Lai, P. (2019). Leisure, sport & tourism education 

event sustainable development in Thailand: A qualitative investigation. 

Journal of Hospitality, Leisure, Sport & Tourism Education, 24(4), 110–

119. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhlste.2019.02.001 

 

3. Cimbaljević, M., Stankov, U., Demirović, D., & Pavluković, V. (2021). 

Nice and smart: creating a smarter festival – the study of EXIT (Novi 

Sad, Serbia). Asia Pacific Journal of Tourism Research, 26(4), 415–427. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10941665.2019.1596139 

 

4. Collins, A., & Cooper, C. (2017). Measuring and managing the 

environmental impact of festivals: The contribution of the Ecological 

Footprint. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 25(1), 148–162. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2016.1189922 

 

5. Gajić, T., Popov Raljić, J., Blešić, I., Aleksić, M., Vukolić, D., 

Petrović, M. D., Yakovenko, N. V., & Sikimić, V. (2021). Creating 

Opportunities for the Development of Craft Beer Tourism in Serbia as a 

New Form of Sustainable Tourism. Sustainability, 13(16), 8730. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su13168730 

 

6. Getz, D. (2010). The nature and scope of festival studies. International 

Journal of Event Management Research, 5(1), 1–47. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/17852951011029298 

 

7. Gibson, C., & Connell, J. (Eds.). (2011). Festival places: revitalising 

rural Australia (Vol. 27). Channel View Publications. 

 

8. Gligorijevic, J. (2014). World Music festivals and tourism: a case study 

of Serbia’s Guca trumpet festival. International Journal of Cultural 

Policy, 20(2), 139–154. https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2012.743531 



TOURISM AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSFORMATION (TISC 2026) – Conference Proceedings 

124 

 

9. Lazarević, T., & Buršić, D. (2014). The effects of the EXIT festival on 

tourist traffic in Novi Sad. In Students’ Paper Proceedings: Higher 

Education in Function of Sustainable Development of Tourism in Serbia 

and Western Balkans, within the 7th International Conference “Science 

and Higher Education in Function of Sustainable Development – SED 

2014” (pp. 9–16). http://mhtsps.vpts.edu.rs/documents/Zbornik%20 

studentskih%20radova%20MHTSPS%20-%20za%20sajt.pdf 

 

10. Lenzen, M., Sun, Y.-Y., Faturay, F., Ting, Y.-P., Geschke, A., & 

Malik, A. (2018). The carbon footprint of global tourism. Natural Climate 

Change. 8(6), 522–528. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0141-x 

 

11. Mair, J., & Whitford, M. (2013). An exploration of events research: 

event topics, themes and emerging trends. International Journal of Event 

and Festival Management, 4(1), 6–30. https://doi.org/10.1108/ 

17582951311307485 

 

12. Pernecky, T., & Lück, M. (2012). Events, society and sustainability. 

Taylor & Francis Group. Routledge. 

 

13. Pyramid Festival. (2025). Pyramid Festival Aftermovie 2025 - Kolo 

Edition. Retrieved May 16, 2026, from https://pyramidfestival.com/ 

 
14. Ramely, A., Ab. Talib, M. F., Radha Rashid Radha, J. Z. R., & 

Mokhtar, M. F. (2022). Green event practices: Understanding the 

adaptation of event organisers through a systematic review. Malaysian 

Journal of Sustainable Environment, 9(1), 119–140. 

https://doi.org/10.24191/myse.v9i1.17295 

 

15. Sisson, A., Grisamore, A., & Jang, J. (2021). Green practices with 

reusable drinkware at music and sporting events: A hospitality 

undergraduate student perspective. Journal of Hospitality & Tourism 

Education, 33(1), 1–13. https://doi.org/10.1080/10963758.2020.1726772 

 

16. Supernatural Festival. (2007). Retrieved May 16, 2026, from 

https://www.supernatural.eco/supernatural-festival/ 

 

17. Walsh, P., & Dodds, R. (2017). Measuring the Choice of 

Environmental Sustainability Strategies in Creating a Competitive 



TOURISM AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSFORMATION (TISC 2026) – Conference Proceedings 

125 

 

Advantage. Business Strategy and the Environment, 26(5), 672–687. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.1949 

 

18. Wilmink-Thomas, A. (2021). Greening of Open-Air Festivals: 

Drivers and Barriers of Selected Music Festivals In Europe (Master’s 

thesis). Universität zu Köln. 

 

19. Wise, N., Flinn, J., & Mulec, I. (2015). The Exit Festival: contesting 

political pasts, impacts on youth culture and regenerating the image of 

Serbia and Novi Sad. In Ideological, social and cultural aspects of events 

(pp. 60–73). CABI. https://doi.org/10.1079/9781780643526.0060 

 

20. Zakić, L., Ivkov-Džigurski, A., & Ćurčić, N. (2009). Interaction of 

foreign visitors of the EXIT music festival with domestic visitors and 

local population. Geographica Pannonica, 13(3), 97–104. https://doi.org/ 

10.5937/GeoPan0903097Z 

 

 


